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54 Myanmar migrants suffocate in
freezer

STORY HIGHLIGHTS
More than 100 migrant workers from Myanmar inside truck freezer
Of the 67 survivors, some were hospitalized, some were taken to Thai jails
Myanmar and other regional countries supply Thailand with cheap labor

Next Article in World »

 READ  VIDEO TIMELINE

 /asia  

HOME ASIA EUROPE U.S. WORLD WORLD BUSINESS TECHNOLOGY ENTERTAINMENT WORLD SPORT TRAVEL ON TV VIDEO IREPORT CNN MOBILE

April 9, 2008 -- Updated 0212 GMT (1012 HKT)

Weather Forecast   Edition: U.S. | Arabic | Set PrefHot Topics » Zimbabwe • Olympics • Principal Voices • Luxury Week • America votes • more topics »



54 Myanmar migrants suffocate in freezer - CNN.com http://edition.cnn.com/2008/WORLD/asiapcf/04/09/thailand.myanmar/i...

2 of 2 11/4/2551 17:09

Stories you may be interested in based on past browsing

Emergency summit to discuss Zimbabwe  

U.N. chief to skip Beijing ceremony  

Nepal begins counting votes in historic poll  

Petraeus: Iraqi leaders turn wary of Iran  

Reports: Haiti lawmakers urge PM to resign  

CNN en Espaňol  |  Arabic  |  Japanese  |  Korean  |  Turkish

CNN U.S.  |  CNN U.S. TV  |  CNN International TV  |  Headline News  |  Transcripts

Home  |  Asia  |  Europe  |  U.S.  |  World  |  World Business  |  Technology  |  Entertainment  |  World Sport  |  Travel

Podcasts  |  Blogs  |  CNN Mobile  |  RSS Feeds  |  Email Alerts  |  CNN Radio  |  CNNAvantGo  |  Site Map

 

© 2008 Cable News Network. A Time Warner Company. All Rights Reserved.

Terms of service  |  Privacy guidelines  |  Advertise with us  |  About us  |  Contact us  |  Help

Don't Miss
Slain Karen leader: Rebel effort 
is self-defense
Junta sets date for referendum

BANGKOK, Thailand (CNN) -- The bodies of 54 migrant workers from Myanmar were found Wednesday 
suffocated in a freezer on the back of a truck, police said.

Torsak Harnsanam, a police officer at Suksumran Police Station in Ranong province in southern Thailand, 
said a village chief alerted police at 10 p.m. (11 a.m. ET) that he had found the truck.

Police investigated and, in addition to discovering the bodies, found 67 other migrants from Myanmar who 
were alive inside the freezer, Harnsanam said.

The chief said survivors told him they had tried from inside the freezer to signal the driver, who eventually 
pulled over, discovered the bodies and fled.

Some survivors were taken to a hospital in a nearby village; others were jailed.

Survivors told police they sneaked into Ranong province from Myanmar's Victoria Point by fishing boat, 
according to reports from The Associated Press. They were then packed into a small container truck for a trip
to Phuket. 

Ranong province is located about 467 kilometers (290 miles) south of Bangkok just across from Myanmar's 
Victoria point. The province is regarded as a major trading route between the two countries, the AP reported.

Thailand has long depended on inexpensive labor from neighboring 
countries, including Cambodia, Laos and Myanmar, which formerly was 
known as Burma. 

The Thai government allows only a small number of immigrants from 
those countries, which has led to a number of smuggling cases. 

There are about a million Myanmar workers registered to work in Thailand, and an additional million 
estimated to be in the country illegally to work mostly as laborers, the AP reported.

Some of the Myanmar migrants flee their country to escape armed conflicts between ethnic minority rebels 
and the Myanmar army, and others for lack of economic opportunity in their impoverished country, one of the 
poorest in Asia.

Many of those Myanmar migrants who do make it to Thailand, many 
illegal workers, wind up being abused by their employers. 

The London-based human rights group Amnesty International found in a
2005 report that workers from Myanmar take jobs that Thais consider 
too dirty, dangerous or demeaning, the AP reported.
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CNN's Kochakorn J. Olarn in Bangkok contributed to this report.

Copyright 2008 CNN. All rights reserved.This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten, or redistributed. Associated 
Press contributed to this report.
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